PLAY ON THE MOVE (POM)

OPEN ACCESS POLICY

This policy is to give Parents and Carers a clear understanding of the London Borough of Sutton and Sutton Centre for the Voluntary Sector’s position for Open Access on the POM Project.    
Play on the Move Open Access Policy means that children and young people aged 5-16 years will not be prevented from leaving a park or open space or coming and going as they choose. Children/young people can only be supervised by Play on the Move staff and volunteers whilst engaged in Play on the Move activities. 
Please note: Play on the Move is not the same as out-of-school care clubs where children/young people are kept until they are collected.

Parents are responsible for the safety and wellbeing of their children, by ensuring the level of independence or supervision that is necessary for their own child, in accordance with the child’s/young person’s age and level of understanding. This could include ensuring the child/young person knows how to contact you in an emergency.
· We encourage children/young people with learning difficulties and disabilities to join the activities. Parents/Carers should explain any additional needs of their child/young person to the play workers. However the play workers cannot act as a carer for any children/young person.
· We encourage participation by parents/carers and other relatives, regular volunteers are also encouraged, and will be asked to undergo an enhanced Criminal Record Bureau (CRB) check to ensure they are “responsible persons”.
· Staff and volunteers will manage activities within defined spaces in the parks/open spaces; they cannot take responsibility for activities or behaviour outside of these designated areas. The defined spaces will be inspected for hazards prior to activities.
· All Staff and volunteers are all “responsible persons” checked by the Criminal Records Bureau.   They are trained to keep children/young people safe, address bullying and ensure that play equipment is well maintained. Please check for yourself that activities are safe and children/young people behave reasonably.

· Play workers are trained to allow children/young people to develop their own ideas of what to do and how to play, they will intervene to prevent harm, but cannot manage every aspect of every child’s/young person’s behaviour. Some minor misdemeanours may go unchallenged as children/young people need to learn to behave reasonably together and for themselves.

· Some activities organised by the play workers may have a carefully controlled element of risk as part of physical play, but they will ensure there are no hidden hazards.   Activities will be risk assessed to reduce the risk of potential hazards; however risks can not always be totally eliminated.  
· Play on the Move staff does not register the children/young people or take any contact details when they join the activities. In an emergency the staff will respond as one would expect a responsible member of the public and take appropriate action. In the event of an emergency, every effort will be made to contact parents/carers. If a child/young person has becomes ill or has an accident, a member of staff will assess whether an ambulance needs to be called. A qualified First Aider will be present during all activities. 

· The right to use the service may be withdrawn if a child’s/young person’s behaviour remains unacceptable or if there is a serious incident. Bullying, abusive language and swearing will not be tolerated.

