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Our Vision


1.0
Introduction
The Sutton Play Strategy sets out a five-year vision and action plan for improving provision and opportunities for children and young people’s play/recreation in the borough. It highlights the importance of good quality, challenging, accessible, inclusive play and recreation, plus it covers the free time opportunities for children and young people, in dedicated, supervised and unsupervised play provision (play centres, out of school clubs, parks). It also covers those opportunities for play available to children and young people that are found within the local community through non-dedicated, supervised and unsupervised schemes (libraries, street play). 

The Play Strategy sets out the Vision for Sutton and aims to:

· Provide a framework for partners to work together to improve and develop stimulating play environments that reflect the positive interests and ideas of children and young people. 

· Increase provision, inclusion and access to play opportunities for all children and young people that are fun, inclusive, embrace diversity that acknowledge and support differing needs and abilities. 

· Develop a common understanding about what play means to children and to make the environments (formal and informal) children inhabit suitable for play.

· Promote an understanding of the immense value play has in the lives of children and young people and the role of play in improving outcomes for children to meet the Every Child Matters agenda.

· Develop an accurate picture of the state of play in Sutton as a baseline for identifying priorities for improvement across service delivery and measuring performance.

· Create a coherent Play Strategy Action Plan to address these priorities and reduce gaps in provision including the identification of budgets and resources where appropriate

· Ensure the play strategy is linked to and embedded in all strategic planning across the council and its partner agency representatives

· Listen to and work in partnership with children, young people and parents/carers to achieve the aims outlined above.

1.1
Purpose of the Strategy

The importance of play is already recognised and considered as part of most strategic planning for children and young people’s services within schools, open spaces, leisure and recreation facilities, early years settings, youth provision, children’s care and family support. 
The purpose of this document is to provide clear objectives and a framework by which the Council and its partners can support children’s outcomes through play.  It forms part of Sutton’s wider response to the need for and value of providing positive opportunities for all children and young people to play and be engaged in a range of activities underpinning the Every Child Matters outcomes
The strategy proposes a Vision for Play which makes clear that the Council is committed to work with its partners to improve play opportunities for children, recognising the importance of play for the individual child and its significance in contributing to the strategic plan for Children and Young People in Sutton. 

The Play Strategy will also inform, influence, and link to other relevant strategies and plans. The provision of high quality play opportunities contribute to the cross cutting themes developed and delivered through the council and its partner agencies.

The implementation of the strategy will have consequences for other service areas and partners across the Council. It will support the Council and its partners to work together through “play” to achieve the five outcomes for children contained within the ‘Every Child Matters’ (Children Act, 2004) agenda.

Additionally, the strategy will:

· Raise awareness of the importance of play

· Identify and address needs

· Enable the best use of resources

· Act as a tool to attract new funding including Sutton’s application to the Big Lottery Children’s Play Initiative

1.2
The Local Authority Role

The Strategy has been developed by the borough’s Extended Services and Early Years team, on behalf of the Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership. The process has been supported by the Play Strategy Focus Group (PSFG) which includes representatives from a number of teams to include Sutton Council, the voluntary and community sector, Safer Sutton Neighbourhood Team, the Play Network, Sutton and Merton Primary Care Trust and other interested groups/individuals. The strategy reflects the wide range of agencies involved with children’s play. 

Sutton Council recognises its role as a strategic commissioner of services. Sutton has embedded the principal of partnership working and has a proven long track record of developing and delivering play services that have been well received and valued by children and families. However, it recognises the need to develop a more formalised, cohesive and strategic partnership approach to improving services for children aged 0 – 16 and up to 19 for children with disabilities. Sutton will continue to work with its partners to deliver a play strategy that will embed the principles of and support the delivery of the five outcomes of the Every Child Matters (ECM) agenda.

Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership has responsibility for the thematic lead across the ECM agenda.   The 2007 – 2008 Children and Young People’s action Plan sets out the framework for investing in children and young people in the borough, evidencing how the ECM outcomes will be delivered across all children’s services
In addition this Play Strategy is being developed alongside the Extended Services Programmes (Children’s Centres and Extended Schools). These are the key mechanisms to achieve the objectives in the ECM framework and are fundamental to the delivery of integrated services to support better outcomes for children.  This will be achieved through creating a joined up system of health, family support, childcare, recreation, play and education services so that all children get the best possible start. 

With the national extended schools agenda the borough Play Service needs to take account of new developments, which support children’s play and consider the impact of these on its long term future and role. Partnership working with schools and the voluntary/community sector is important alongside the borough strategic role in the planning and commissioning of play services within schools, ensuring the long term viability and sustainability of the provision. The borough also has a role in agreeing who is best placed to deliver local services to meet local needs.

The borough also has a role in ensuring that the Play Strategy takes account and interfaces with other planning frameworks. 

The key outcomes of this Strategy are wide ranging and in order to achieve its ambitions it is fully recognised that this Strategy must, both now and in the future, continue to inform and influence other related strategies and plans. 

These include:


· The Sutton Community Strategy and related Local Area Agreements

· The Sutton Plan 

· The Sutton Children and Young People’s Plan 

· The Sutton Open Space Strategy

· The Sutton Cultural Strategy

· The Physical Activity and Sport Strategy for Sutton

· The Safer Sutton Plan

· Disabled Children’s Strategy (currently under review)

· The Sutton Extended Services and Early Years Strategy.

· Local Development Framework

· Other statutory agency plans including health, housing and crime prevention

The interrelation of this Play Strategy with the range of plans and strategies listed above are explained in more detail in appendix one.

1.3
The Play Strategy Action Plan

The Play Strategy action plan provides the means for the delivery of the strategy and each element is based on Sutton’s Play Principles, which are in turn linked to the Council’s corporate policies as detailed in appendix one.

The action plan is a live working document and the proposed actions will be will be monitored quarterly by the PSFG. This group reports directly to the Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership (SCYPP), and through the monitoring of the yearly action plans an annual review will be undertaken to review the needs analysis, to decide whether any of the focus areas should be reconsidered and take stock of emerging priorities. 
This review will require aspects of the strategy as well as the action plan to be updated and amended. The SCYPP and Council Executive will agree any changes to the Strategy and action plans. 

The key priority of the annual review will be to measure what impact the Strategy is having and the difference it is making on the lives of children, young people, parents and communities.

The Terms of Reference for the Play Strategy Focus Group are to:

· Annually review the Play Action Plan taking account of new initiatives and address further gaps as they arise

· Promote the importance of play with a view to developing plans to deliver and fund identified play priorities

· Act as an advisory group to the Extended Services and Early Years Play Development Team to support their role in working with settings and establishing extended services and early years projects

· Report to the Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership

· Identify a lead officer from within the Council and a lead member to champion children’s play

The membership of the PSFG includes:

	· Parks Department
	· Sutton Centre for Voluntary Services

	· Leisure and Recreation Services
	· Private, Voluntary and Independent Service Providers

	· Planning and Housing Department
	· Teenage Pregnancy

	· Extended Services and Early Years
	· Hospital Play Service

	· Family and Social Care Services
	· Safer Sutton Partnership

	· School Representatives
	· Smarter Travel Partnership

	· Youth Service
	· Health and School Nursing

	· Play Service
	· London Play

	· Play Network Representatives
	· Connexions


2.0
Why Children’s Play Matters

2.1
What is Play?

Play is an essential part of every child's life. It is vital to children’s development and a fundamental human right. Article 31 of the UN Convention on Human Rights, ratified by the UK government in 1991, commits authorities at all levels to recognise the child’s right to ‘rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.’

Children play in many ways and within many different situations: together, alone, with parents and carers, trusted adults, friends, at home, at school, in childcare, through taking up a range of activities, sports and clubs, in parks, open spaces and leisure facilities. 

Across the Play sector nationally, the following definitions of play are widely accepted.
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It is these definitions of self-directed freely chosen play that this strategy focuses on and is reflected within the action plan at the same time taking into account:

· that play manifests itself in many ways 

· that older children and young people still need opportunities for play

· that play takes place within a range of places and circumstances

· children need opportunities to take “risks” in their play

· the importance of the role of the adult
· play provides experiences/opportunities which cannot be taught
2.2
The Benefits of Play

The Council and its partners recognise that play is crucial to the well-being and development of children, contributing to health and emotional well-being, academic achievement and social and emotional security. Therefore it is recognised that play has a crucial role in supporting the ECM outcomes for children aged 0 - 19.

Play is not only fun and enjoyable but it is also how children and young people learn about the world they live in. Play allows children to explore, experiment and learn in a safe environment, by trying out new and different things and roles, practising being in charge of their own “free time” and interacting and learning about others.

Play is something all children and young people do and as children become older they often describe their “play” has “hanging around” or “being with friends”.  

The role and expectation of adult interactions also changes as children become older but there remains a responsibility for ensuring that opportunities for play meet children’s needs and wants and support their overall development and well-being.

The strategy also reflects those benefits highlighted in the Children’s Play Council, National Playing Field Association and Playlink’s “Best Play Framework.”

Benefits that are experienced whilst the child is playing

· Provides children with opportunities to enjoy freedom, and exercise choice and control over their actions

· Offers children opportunities for testing boundaries and exploring risk

· Offers a wide variety of physical, social and intellectual experiences for children
Benefits that develop over time:

· Fosters children’s independence and self esteem

· Develops children’s respect for each other and opportunities for social interaction

· Supports the child’s well-being, healthy growth and development

· Increases children’s knowledge and understanding

· Promotes children’s creativity and capacity to learn

2.3
What good play should do for families and communities

· Contributes to reducing the involvement of children in anti-social behaviour and promoting social cohesion

· Supports families and communities by providing a focus for informal networks of family support, and by allowing children autonomy within an environment parents/carers feel safe about

· Makes an important contribution alongside education in developing adults who are creative and effective in the social and economic sphere

· Offers opportunities for exploring cultural identity and difference

· Provides a focus for tackling social exclusion through community development
2.4 Barriers to Play

Whilst play is a natural part of children’s lives it is recognised that modern society has eroded opportunities for children to play in their local communities.  Barriers to play recreation and the enjoyment of public spaces are numerous and include increasing traffic levels, lack of well maintained play provision, access and safety issues.  Disabled children face particular physical and social barriers to play, as do children from lower income households and children from certain minority ethnic groups.

In Sutton traffic and “stranger danger” and fear of bullying are highlighted as barriers to play and recreation.

3.0 The Context for Play

3.1
The Need for a Play Strategy



Children’s play cuts across and is affected by a wide range of central government and local government departments other statutory agencies as well as private, voluntary, independent and other partner organisations and groups. A number of national, regional and local policies and plans have an impact on children’s play, whether or not play is specifically mentioned.

The findings of the national play review of the Department for Culture, Media and Sport “Getting Serious About Play” raised the value and status of play and it is increasingly recognised within national policy that play is helping to achieve wider objectives and is an important factor in the development of healthy, vibrant and sustainable communities. 

Play is now high on the Government agenda with the newly formed Department for Children, Families and Schools taking a lead role in government policy on children’s play as a cross cutting central government theme with the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.

3.2
The National Context

· The Children Act 2004 and the Every Child Matters agenda set out the overarching legal and regulatory framework for improving outcomes for children and young people. The framework highlights the importance of partnership and multi agency working by organising services around children’s needs rather than around traditional and historical service boundaries and the importance of early intervention and prevention. Good play provision supports and contributes to the ECM Outcomes.

· The Childcare Act 2006 places a new focus on the importance of learning and development through play in the early years, and a new statutory duty on local authorities to secure sufficient childcare for children aged 0 –16

· The Ten Year Childcare Strategy (incorporating the Early Years Foundation Stage Framework)

· The Youth Matters – Next Steps agenda sets out the vision of targeted and integrated youth support, with the aim of improving outcomes for at-risk young people by securing positive activities for all young people.

· Aiming High for Young people: a Ten Year Strategy for Positive Activities, launched on 26 July 2007 which includes a focus on helping all young people, and particularly those in deprived areas, to take part in enjoyable and purposeful activities in their free time which can help them develop new skills and raise their aspirations.

· The Children’s Centre and Extended Schools Programmes – provide a vehicle for the delivery of joined up services to meet the ECM outcomes.
3.3
Regional and Local Context

The London Plan sets the strategic context for planning in the capital. A recurring theme throughout is the need to create, protect and enhance designated play space, and to improve the wider public realm for children.

The draft supplementary planning guidance “Providing for Children and Young People’s Play and Informal Recreation” (which accompanies the London Plan) gives guidance to boroughs on providing for the play and recreation needs of children and young people up to the age of 18. The guidance also sets out the benchmark standards for play provision as part of new housing developments, based on child populations and a needs assessment as well as recognising the importance of open spaces on children’s overall wellbeing.

The Children and Young People’ Plan (CYPP) was produced in April 2006 and extends until 2009, following a review in June 2007. The Sutton vision for children and young people is formed of three main areas: 

· Extend and further develop preventative and early intervention strategies and services;

· Ensure that the most vulnerable, challenging or disadvantaged children and young people are given every opportunity to succeed;

· Develop even more integrated and secure approaches to safeguarding and protecting children and promoting their welfare. 

The CYPP identifies two specific vulnerable groups and Play has an important strategic role in helping to deliver better outcomes to these groups of children:

· Looked After Children

· Children with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities

The Partnership representatives commission a range of play provision as an appropriate early intervention/respite/care support/school support package for children in Sutton. 

· Access to good play provision is an area vital for the implementation of the Common Assessment Framework, central to the preventative agenda within the CYPP. Play provision is purchased from a range of agencies to support children identified at risk as identified through use of the Common Assessment as part of the Sutton Child Concern Model

· Parenting and Bullying are two cross cutting key priorities within the CYPP, which a range of play services and play providers within Sutton contribute to positively.

· A priority within Enjoy and Achieve is to ‘Coordinate and, promote the provision and benefits of play opportunities for 4-13 year olds”

· The CYPP has close and explicit links with the Children’s Workforce Strategy and the Extended Services and Early Years Strategy, both of which include a focus on Play

The borough has adopted the New Charter for Children’s Play and is committed to the principles within this framework. 

The Sutton Play Strategy takes into account the stated national and regional planning frameworks. In addition, it places play and its contribution to the children and young people’s agenda in the local context.  Play contributes to the wide achievement of wider policy objectives such as health and addressing health inequalities, reducing crime and anti-social behaviour, enhancing education outcomes, assisting economic development, creating a sense of self worth and encouraging greater social inclusion. In a sense, therefore this document is not just a Play Strategy – it is a key mechanism for the delivery of a range of Council strategies plans and initiatives. At a local level, a number of these strategies and partnerships are already in place to support the delivery of improved services and outcomes for children and young people.  Please refer to Appendix One.

3.4
Play and Every Child matters

The core values of our strategy, in line with our Children and Young People’s Plan and DCSF Outcomes Framework are:

Being Healthy though Play 

“Children and Young People are physically, mentally, emotionally and sexually healthy, living healthy lifestyles and not indulging in substance misuse, particularly drugs and alcohol.”


Children and young people are advised to have at least 60 minutes of at least moderate intensity physical activity each day. Increased opportunity for children to have access to free play is a recognised effective way for children to get exercise and enhance their physical health. The physical activity involved in most play provides exercise, promotes physical coordination and develops skills for the growing child. Over recent years there has been a dramatic reduction nationally in children’s freedom to play in the streets near their home, in local green spaces and in the wider public realm. Research shows that this has contributed to an increase in childhood obesity and a decline in physical, emotional and mental health. One of the priorities within the CYPP is to “promote healthier lifestyles, in particular healthy eating and increased exercise to reverse the trend of children and young people who are obese and overweight. The actions in this strategy will continue directly to achieving the obesity targets. 11% of children leaving primary school in Sutton are obese and 24% are overweight.
Play is also important to healthy personal development, mental and emotional well-being. Good opportunities for play give children; a sense of belonging, develops resilience, supports self-confidence, promotes high self-esteem and provides opportunities to “work things through.”  In a national survey in 2004, one in ten children had a clinically diagnosed mental disorder; prevalence in Sutton is estimated to be similar.


Achievements to date:

· 75% of all schools in Sutton achieved the DCSF/DCMS target for each child being entitled to 2 hours of high quality Physical Education and school sport each week and beyond the curriculum
· Six parks provide physical stretch

· Twenty play and out of school groups supported by the Centre for Environmental Initiative promoting healthy eating and active play

· Circle time and play nurture groups set up in out of school provision and schools to support children’s emotional well-being

· An annual Family Fun Day for children with SEN/disabilities at the Phoenix Centre

Being Safe Through Play

 “Children and Young People are safe and secure from maltreatment, neglect, violence, exploitation and injury, and safe from bullying, discrimination and anti-social behaviour

Safety is major concern for children, young people and their families. Children and young people cited feeling unsafe in parks and open spaces, or near roads, during consultation as a barrier to play. In Sutton a key issue for many children is bullying and feeling safe. Young people in Sutton are clear that a low level of crime made Sutton a good place to live, although many were fearful of bullying and felt unsafe in parks and on their way to school. 

Good play opportunities support children to appreciate, assess and take calculated risks, which is fundamental to the development of confidence and abilities in childhood. A risk of injury will always exist when children play and policies need to be supported to ensure that risk is managed and not eliminated. Children in Sutton tell us they want more outdoor play and they want to be challenged physically.

. 
Achievements to date:
· Increased the number of children accessing play provision as part of early intervention support programmes

· Provided a safer neighbourhood through safer Neighbourhood Teams

· Adopted the recommendations for Managing Risk in Children’s play 

· Working in partnership  with the Smarter Travel team to identify safe routes to schools and play  provision

Enjoying and Achieving Through Play

“Children and Young People are prepared for school, attend and enjoy school and achieve at primary and secondary level, develop personally and socially and enjoy recreation.”

Play is recognised as a major route for learning, particularly for younger children but for older children it is equally important. All children learn through play and the open –ended learning through play has been linked to psychological, personal and social development, as well as the acquisition of skills and knowledge. Play complements schooling by providing an opportunity for children to review absorb and give personal meaning to what they learn in formal education settings. In Sutton children and young people consistently tell us they want more opportunities for play and recreation evidence shows that there is a close link between play and cognitive growth. It lays the foundation for academic success and is critical for the development of imagination and creative problem solving skills.

Achievements to date

· 50% of schools delivering a range of varied activities
· 1500  children accessing play provision commissioned through agencies
· Children and Young People play consultations to establish what they enjoy and what they would like provided
· Primary School “Day of Play” for all pupils

Making a Positive Contribution through Play

“Children and Young People make decisions, support community and environment, act within the law, build relationships, choosing not to bully or discriminate, develop confidence and achieve successful life changes.”

Involving children and young people in the planning and delivery of their play provision not only contributes to children having a voice but also supports the development of meaningful provision within communities contributing to greater social cohesion.  Well-designed play provision is beneficial to the community and there is evidence to show that good well-used services reduce levels of crime and anti-social behaviour. Families and other community members also benefit from improved play opportunities by increased interaction between service users, better childcare facilities or families feeling supported as their children have access to play provision, which keeps them engaged and happy.

There are many good examples of where Sutton has consulted with children and young people in service, design and improvement. However there is scope to involve children and young people more in planning for play and to embed a more systematic approach. We also need to make it more explicit how the views and experiences of children and young people shape and effective service design and delivery.

Achievements to date

· Primary School Children Councils established and considered in the development of the CYPP

· Youth Parliament participation and involvement in the planning for CYPP

· Play Day -  “Have Your Say” events
Supporting Economic Well-being through Play

“In education, employment or training on leaving school children and young people are prepared for work, live in a decent home with access to transport and are free from the effects of low income.”
Providing good opportunities for play supports children’s academic achievement as well as supporting children to succeed in other areas of their lives, instilling a sense of well-being and general achievement. Play supports the development of new and varied skills such as team work, communication, learning to negotiate and how to work things out – all transferable and crucial skills for moving into the world of work. 

Ensuring play, youth and recreation provision is accessible and affordable to all children, young people and their families is crucial to those families who are on low incomes whereby the cost may have an impact on their economic well-being.
While many children and young people in Sutton live in households whose economic circumstances offer them the opportunity to thrive, many still live in families claiming means tested benefits

The consultation exercises show that the children and young people in Sutton saw the cost of activities as a barrier to play. This has been supported by previous consultations with young people in Sutton, particularly in relation to leisure, recreation and sports.

Although the borough is generally well-served by public transport, some of our housing estates are poorly accessible by public transport or bike. The audit of play provision and opportunities in Sutton found that people living in the most deprived areas are often separated from high density areas by main traffic routes. Consequently the cost and difficulties of travel are cited by children and young people as a barrier to accessing some of the range of play opportunities within the borough.

4.0
Play In Sutton

4.1
Suttons Children and Young People

Sutton is an outer London Borough bordered by the London Borough of Merton, Croydon and Kingston. It is divided into eighteen wards and has an overall population of 184,400 that is predicted to increase by 3.4% over the next ten years. The local BME population has more than doubled since 1991 to represent 11% of the local community. Population density (41 people per hectare) is higher than the Greater London average (35 people per hectare).

Sutton is a borough of contrasts, despite the perception that it is green, leafy and affluent. The Borough does have acres of green space; however, it also has communities comparable to some of the most deprived in the country, mostly located within the Northern Wards

Appendix two provides a more detailed breakdown of the demographics and profile of the local child population. Key points include:

· The Office for National Statistics  concludes Sutton has 46,000 children and young people aged 0 –19 years old, the largest age group represented being 10 - 14

· Over 28% children aged  0-19 years live in the most deprived wards

· More children and young people are from ethnic minority groups compared with the total borough population. At the April 2001 census 14.9% were described as non-white compared with 10.8% all ages. Asian and black children and young people comprised the largest non-white groups

· Children living  in  4 super output areas (SOAs) are in the most 20% deprived nationally 

· Children living in 15 SOA’s are in the most deprived 30% nationally 

· 6.1% of all dependant children live in lone parent households and the highest percentage of lone parents live in the most deprived areas

· The number of children in receipt of free school meals 2006/7 is 3203

· The number of children referred to CYPISP for play related activity was 800

· As of May 2007, Sutton 'I-Count' Register for Children and Young People with Disabilities recorded 674 0-18 year olds.  Allowing for under reporting (especially in early years), our working assumption is that a more realistic estimate of especially disadvantaged children and young people is in the region of 800
· The number of Looked After Children as at 31.03.2007 was 142

· The number of children on the child protection register as at 31.03 2007 was 83

· Sutton has two traveller sites accommodating approximately 35 families with approximately 41 children between the ages of 5 - 13 years. The site is poorly designed with no play space for children and is situated on the outskirts of the borough. Its location isolates families from community resources e.g. schools, leisure centres, and libraries.

4.2 
When and Where Children Play in Sutton - Identifying, mapping and auditing current provision

A Scoping Survey

As part of the development of the play strategy an audit of children’s play was carried out over 2006 – 2007 and this provides a comprehensive overview of current provision to inform future planning for play.

The audit involved reviewing what already exists as well as mapping some provision using Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Information was taken from a range of sources including Sutton Children’s Information Service database, information from community and voluntary sector as well as other strategic plans, and statistical data sources.

Whilst the audit provided an overview of available play opportunities for children in Sutton – it is recognised that any audit of children’s play presents challenges – children play anywhere, at any time and with anything – and the local use of non-dedicated unsupervised play was not fully audited. However, all the main categories of provision were covered and are categorised as either dedicated play spaces with or without supervision and non-dedicated play spaces with or without supervision 

The full results of the audit and the GIS maps are included in appendix three.
Parks, playgrounds and open spaces

Both equipped and un-equipped open access spaces provide a range of opportunities for play including small local playgrounds to larger destination parks as well as the non-dedicated open spaces, which children use informally for playing.

Sutton has many parks, open spaces, playgrounds and informal open areas offering a wide range of play opportunities including:

· 26 parks with play equipment

· 7 parks with equipment suitable for children with disabilities and special needs

· 5 parks with ROSPA awards for accessibility

· Refurbished tennis courts with free tennis coaching

· 11 MUGA/ball courts

· 4 skateboard parks (unfenced)

· 6 parks provide “physical stretch” in relation to the layout and the type of equipment

· Playground partnership with the named provider of manufactured equipment for the borough which includes full consultation and emphasis on challenging play opportunities

· Safer Neighbourhood Teams work across the borough including a range of play spaces

· 2 mobile Safer Parks Teams of 6 people work within parks and open play spaces to support children and young people in their use of community space

· Youth and Sports Development deliver a range of activities in parks and open spaces

A recent innovation with regard to open spaces for children and young people has been the provision of youth shelters in some parts of the Borough. Feedback has been positive so far from young people and usage is high. Although originally targeted at teenagers, younger children can and do use them at other times.

Many schools let their school playing fields and playgrounds to the community and user groups during weekends, after school and school holidays. The Community Use of Schools budget provides subsidised use for registered voluntary youth groups, providing for children who are between 6-11 years of age.

Staffed Provision
· The Council’s Play Service operates low fee sessional play provision alongside some of its out-of-school childcare services. These services have a sound play ethos and are quality assured with Best Play.  All supervised play provision run by the Council has access to appropriate outdoor space.

· Many playgroups, early years settings, primary and secondary schools now run after school clubs, breakfast and holiday clubs offering childcare, play, sport recreation and leisure activities

· There are currently two Children’s Centres with a further 8 planned by 2008 all delivering a range of play, learning, health, family and community services to children and their families

· There are a range of play opportunities for after school, holiday and weekend provision staffed by early years, play and youth workers employed from a wide range of agencies

· A range of mobile and outreach playwork takes place across the borough within parks, community spaces, housing estates and schools

Schools and Extended Schools Programme and linked community provision
Schools provide a range of play facilities most recognisably playing fields and play grounds. In Sutton several schools have benefited from playworker support to enhance lunch play times as well as training for mid-day supervisors for providing play activities as part of the break time

The Extended Schools programme is well established in Sutton with over 50% of schools engaged in the programme and the remaining schools on track to ensure all schools in Sutton are delivering the programme by 2010. The development and roll out of this programme will have a significant impact on opportunities for children‘s play by offering integrated and wraparound childcare, supporting greater community use of school premises and the expansion in the access to the varied menu of activities for children and young people to participate in.

Leisure Centres
The borough benefits from two major new leisure centres situated in the heart of the most disadvantaged parts of the borough where various initiatives are being undertaken which encourage children and young people to regularly join in sport and recreational activities. There are a further 2 leisure centres which offer a variety of recreational, play and holiday activities for children and young children. In addition the sport development team deliver mobile provision targeting specific locations and run a range of open access sporting opportunities

Youth Provision
The local authority as well as the voluntary and community sector provides staffed youth provision. Play and recreation opportunities include:

· 6 youth centres

· Outdoor Education Project

· Youth FM

· Positive Activities for Young People

· Diversion Café 

· Live and Direct Project

· Outreach projects/detached youth work

· A range of voluntary sector and partnership projects with Safer Neighbourhood Teams

· Support for uniformed and voluntary sector play and youth groups

Cultural, Environmental and Arts activities
Sutton is well provided for with a range of cultural, arts and ecological projects and activities for children and young people including:

· Libraries and associated activities

· Take Part, Take Pride events 

· Resource Centre for loaning equipment and toys

· Scrap Scheme 

· Range of arts, music and dance lessons including festivals and Community Arts Officer activities

· Ecological and Ecology Centre

· Sutton Heritage sites and activities

· Safer Sutton Travel Partnership

Access and inclusion for children and Young People
· Sutton Council has an inclusive policy for access to services, as do partner agencies and members of the Play Network. Sutton Play and Youth Service has undertaken significant work around including children with a variety of disabilities and has been particularly successful in including children with behavioural needs and those with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Local voluntary groups also have a good track record in providing inclusive play services for children with disabilities and funding is available for private, Voluntary and Independent (PVI) settings to support inclusion and access. 

· There are 7 parks and play areas with disabled access and 5 of these have a ROSPA accessibility award

· The Sutton Partnership for Children and Young People with Disabilities commissions play services for children from a range of providers.

· The Children’s Fund has supported integration through play with the development of a specialist Saturday club and holiday schemes for children and young people with ASD. It has also funded an integrated after school club and holiday activities for traveller children and those from the wider community.

· Youth Service specialist provision

· Sutton MENCAP provide specialist play provision for children with specific needs 

· The Children and Young People Integrated Support Panel (CYPISP) provides funding to enable access for children attending mainstream services

4.3
Finding out what children and young people say about play -Review of existing and new consultations
A wide range of consultation exercises with children and young people have been undertaken that underpins this strategy and informs the action plan arising from it.

This includes:

· Your Play: April 2007 a local survey consultation with 600 randomly selected children from a selection of Sutton provision aged 5 – 13.

· CYPP consultation with children and young people in 2005/06 and 2006/07

· Audit of children and young people with additional needs accessing Sutton Child and Youth provision – Summer 2006

· A Play Service consultation with under 8s and over 8s in its play centres and out of school clubs, along with a parent’s survey. The results have been analysed and published in a report which will be used to improve service and strategic planning for play

· Consultation with parents/carers and their children who have disabilities and or special needs attending summer play provision 2006
· Consultation with over 600 children at a wide range of events as part of the Children’s 
Fund programme, the outcome of which influenced the pattern of services delivered under the Children’s Fund where there has been a particular emphasis upon play  

· Open Space Strategy Community First Partnership review

· Young People’s Survey Metropolitan Police Safer Neighbourhoods January 2007 and March 2007 

· Consultation with 64 children and young people in 2006 about skateboarding and ramps through voluntary sector organisations

· LB Sutton and Voluntary Organisations joint consultation with children and young people on parks and play grounds 

· Ongoing consultation for the Extended Schools and Children’s Centre Programmes

· Ongoing consultation for the Childcare sufficiency audit.

· Feasibility study into the need for a Play Association in Sutton to support current providers and schools as part of the extended schools agenda and to deliver direct services.

Sutton has an active Youth Parliament run through the voluntary sector, which provides a voice for young people to influence activities and services for their age range. There is also a school led borough wide children’s council for children aged 5 – 11 years. As part of local quality assurance within out of school services groups are encouraged to set up children’s councils within their provision.

Consultation with children and young people, parents, carers and the wider community will continue to be an on-going and important part of reviewing and further developing this strategy and associated action plan. 

4.4
The key findings and underlying themes from local consultations

· Children within the boroughs play provision most enjoy the outdoor activities and those which involve elements of risk. Older children particularly prefer group activities and outdoor based play opportunities. Children under 8 equally enjoy indoor and outdoor activities and have an equal preference to self directed play and more organised activities

· Children and young people consistently raise the issue of bullying and want safer places to play with regard to adult supervision

· 37% of all visits to parks are taken by children and families using play equipment

· There are concerns over large groups of teenagers/young people and a perception of safety 

· One of the main barriers for using parks is a feeling of not being safe

· There are 3 areas within the borough with high levels of deprivation and low levels of quantity of provision (open spaces and parks), 6 areas of the borough with deficiencies in both Metropolitan and District level provision and 4 areas of the borough that are deficient in access to local or small local open spaces

· Access to play facilities in parks is significantly deficient in the south of the borough for all age groups 

· There is a concentration of poor quality play park sites in the north of the borough and a pocket in the south

· Older children and young people (aged 11 – 17) feel unsafe primarily due to other children and young people both within the school playground and in parks and out on the streets

· Road safety is an issue for children and this is more of an issue for younger children (under 13)

· Bullying is a consistent theme and has an impact on access and take up of a range of play services and opportunities

· Children want more local provision which is supervised and free as well as more risk/sporting opportunities such as bike and skateboard parks

· Children are very aware of their immediate local environment and site traffic, graffiti, mess, litter and teenagers as a barrier for their participation

· The role of the adult is crucial to children’s engagement in participation in supervised or supported provision

· Access, bullying, inappropriate activities and poor equipment are a recurring issue for parents with children with disabilities

· Parents want more locally based play opportunities including supervised low cost provision and more support for themselves to parent and understand their children

· Providers are generally committed to providing good inclusive play opportunities but identify resources and training as a major issue

· At least 60% of schools are offering some form of provision to meet the extended services core offer but there is potential to increase the number and range of services provided

· Both schools and play network members have identified the need for an Independent Play Association. Current members of the Play Network clearly value the support offered and would wish to see it continue

· Schools would welcome delivery of services through an Independent Play Association

The overall findings from the consultation is that children and young people in Sutton want play opportunities that are

· Local

· Affordable

· Stimulating

· Safe (in terms of personal safety)

· Physically challenging (risky play)

4.5 
Gap Analysis

Taking into consideration the range of current play opportunities in Sutton, together with the consultation reviews, an overview of the issues and gaps in provision can be identified and addressed through the strategy and action plan. 

Also highlighted are areas where this quality needs to be improved and where steps to remove barriers to participation are required.

Whilst acknowledging the range and diversity of current provision and services there are a number of issues, which have been identified and are a focus for this strategy

4.6
Key Findings

· The main issues and gaps arising from an audit of local play provision in light of local needs are

· Access to quality open space play opportunities are limited in some areas of the borough for a range of issues either location, distance, poor equipment, lack of green space due to the built up environment 

· Bullying/ groups of teenagers/crime and safety are identified as a real issue across all age groups including younger children, teenagers, parents/carers as well as providers – this has an impact on the take up of some provision. Parks and streets are identified as areas where children and young people do not always feel safe.

· There is an unequal spread of some types of provision which impacts on the range of opportunities available to children and young people

· Affordability is identified as a barrier to participation with children identifying cost as a deterrent in accessing some kinds of services

· Children want to have fun, feel valued and be with their friends. They are not so concerned with the quality of buildings but are concerned and influenced by the outdoor environment but want risk and challenge in their play

· Children want local provision and they want to be able to chose from a range of things to do

· Children with disabilities and special needs want to participate in mainstream activities

· Play time at school is not fun and enjoyable for all children with many children feeling intimidated by older children

· There is a lack of understanding across some agency representatives and parents/carers as to the value of play in child development and academic achievement

· Information about play provision and opportunities is not easily accessible so children and some parents are not aware of locally available services

5.0
Sutton’s Play Strategy 2007 - 2012


5.1
Guiding principles

To achieve this vision, the strategy is guided by the following key principles

· Children and young people need to play to ensure good physical, emotional and mental health, social development and well-being
· Every child has the right to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreation activities appropriate to their age and to participate freely 
· Every child has the right to express their views and for these to be given due weight
· Provisions should be inclusive, accessible and responsive to local need, with a focus on enabling all children to have the fullest possible access to mainstream provision, or specialist provision where appropriate
· Where possible, play provision should be free of charge, children should be free to come and go as they please and free to choose what to do when they are there
· Provision should be of good quality and allow children and young people to learn about managed risks in a safe environment
· Play has a key role in supporting the ECM outcomes agenda
Informed by our vision for the future, the principles, other local authority strategic plans, the play audit, mapping and consultation, 5 strategic priorities have been identified as central to the successful delivery of the play strategy. Developing opportunities for children and young people through the five-year action plan will support the ECM outcomes for children and improve the lives of Sutton’s young residents.

5.2
The Five Strategic Priorities
Priority One:-.To co-ordinate and promote the provision and benefits of play opportunities for children.

· We will address the need for a co-ordinated approach to developing children and young people’s play through establishing a Play Focus Group

· We will review the borough’s Play Service and take into account the findings from the Play Association Feasibility Study in the context of the development of Extended Services

· We will promote a wider understanding of why play is important for children and young people and how, by providing positive support it can benefit the whole community

Priority Two: - To promote and support actions that will enable children and young people and parent/carers to feel SAFE in play spaces.
· We will work with the Safer Sutton Partnership and other partners to address the issues raised by children and young people and parents and carers around safety, access and wanting more supervision in play areas.

· We will continue to work in partnership to reduce the fear of bullying and crime within children’s neighbourhoods

· We will develop training and support opportunities for staff 

Priority Three: - To facilitate and promote the development of open access play provision across the borough to support children most excluded from play provision/opportunities

· We will develop new staffed open access provision for specific groups of children living within specific communities as identified through the audit findings

· We will support the CYPP in developing services to the 2 identified groups of looked After Children and Children with Learning Difficulties and Disabilities

· We will develop new inclusive weekend provision for children with ASD

Priority Four: - To engage and involve children, young people, parent/carers and other stakeholders, in planning and decision making about play.

· We will carry out an annual play audit and play consultation with children and young people across the age ranges and across different types of play space and provision

· We will consult with children and young people in the development of new and planned provision

Priority Five: -To facilitate and promote high quality play opportunities for children and young people 

· We will develop new tools to assess the quality of play spaces

· We will work more closely with our partners to share resources and good practice across the range of opportunities

· We will develop play training opportunities for staff and volunteers across all 

Provision 

6.0
Delivery of the Strategy

The Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership will lead and co-ordinate the delivery of the strategy, on behalf of Sutton’s Children’s Trust, through the new Sutton Play Focus Group. Facilitation of the Play Focus Group will sit within the Extended Services and Early Years Team.

Action Plan

The strategy identifies five strategic priorities for play in Sutton over the next five years to 2012.   In addition, actions are also included under a 6th area of service management.

The action plan outlines what we will do towards meeting the Strategic Priorities and related objectives:

Resources

· The Big Lottery Children’s Play Initiative has set aside an allocation of £384,593 to extend free play opportunities in Sutton. Projects have been identified within the Action Plan. An application to Big Lottery will be submitted in September 2007 by the Extended Services and Early Years Team 

· Remaining actions will be delivered as an outcome of the borough review of the use of existing play resources and the opportunities provided through the development of Extended Services and Community developments. 
Commissioning 

This strategy has been jointly developed by a range of stakeholders, demonstrating that play is a shared priority across policy agendas such as community services, education, extended services, planning, regeneration, open spaces, health, childcare, crime and anti-social behaviour. 

Play supports all five of the Every Child Matters outcomes.  Commissioning priorities have emerged as part of a consultation process, which has been undertaken with children, young people, practitioners, professionals and parents.  

These include:

· Provide term time only open access provision in identified areas targeting identified groups of children

· Providing supervised holiday mobile play provision to areas where there is a lack of open space, high levels of demand and  where children identify safety as an issue in parks

· Provide inclusive weekend provision for children with ASD, siblings and local children 

These priorities have informed the allocation of Sutton’s funding from the Big Lottery Fund Children’s Play initiative.
Monitoring and evaluation

This strategy is an action within Sutton’s Children and Young People’s Plan and as will be monitored and measured through agreed performance indicators.

The delivery of the Strategic Priorities will be reviewed as new priorities emerge to ensure that the strategy maintains its direction in supporting play opportunities for children and young people.

APPENDIX ONE

The Partnerships that contribute to the development of plans and strategies is demonstrated by the diagram below:
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Local Area Agreement

The Local Area Agreement is structured around the eight themes of the Community Strategy (Sutton Partnership).  Whilst children and young people’s issues cut across all the eight themes, a large proportion of them are focused in the ‘Investing in Children and Young People’ theme.

The Investing in Children and Young People this theme is about enabling children and young people to maximise their potential.  The Sutton Partnership has a strong commitment to meeting the needs of the borough’s children and young people, and this is reflected in the fact that eight of our 12 stretch targets relate wholly, or in part, to children and young people.

SCVS, together with voluntary sector partners, will lead on the theme of Developing Active and inclusive Communities in the LAA and also lead on the implementation of one of the 12 LPSA targets.  Other voluntary and community organisations are partners in LPSA targets including Mencap Pathway and Age Concern.  SCVS also leads on the voluntary and community sector capacity building including the Change Up programme and development of a Voluntary Sector Hub for the Borough.  Progress will be monitored within the LAA performance management framework.

Meeting the needs of the borough’s children and young people is a top priority for the Sutton Partnership.  We want to build on the excellent results that our schools achieve and further promote collaboration and joint working between education, extended services, children’s social services, health, the police and the voluntary sector. By doing so we will shape services around children and young people themselves, particularly those who are vulnerable, rather than around the needs of the services. We will also ensure that those services are informed by and respond to consultation with children and young people and their families. 

Our priorities in this LAA, take forward these aims, and are fully consistent with the Children and Young People’s Plan. We will:

· Develop children’s services in partnership across all key agencies, focusing in particular on early intervention and prevention;

· Improve the way we meet the needs of children who have special educational needs and particularly those who are diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorders;

· Achieve better outcomes for children who are legally in the care of the Council, those who are disabled and those in difficult socio-economic circumstances;

· Improve the outcomes for young children and young people as they reach 19.

Our plans for improvement are built around the 5 statutory outcomes of the Government’s Every Child Matters Strategy. The council’s children and families service in partnership with the Primary Care Trust, Safer Sutton Partnership and Voluntary Organisations, is actively involved in assessing and supporting 800 families with children in need. There is a Sure Start area in the Northern Wards reflecting the additional need that exists there. Sutton has also had a pathfinder Children’s Trust, which is now our Disability Partnership for Children and Young People. The Disability Partnership is a very good example of the high priority we place on achieving better services through integrated partnership delivery, an approach that is central to the achievement of all our objectives for children and young people. 

There is much that the Play Strategy contributes across the areas mentioned above to support children young people and their families.  Through the extended services initiatives, play provision is a vital option in terms of child development, social skills and is also an element of child care provision, a focus for the LAA.

Sutton Plan

The Sutton Plan is the Council’s Plan for meeting community needs.  It also focuses around the 8 Community Strategy Themes.  Below is an extract from the Plan 

4. 
Invest in the borough’s children and young people

As well as promoting school improvement and high pupil achievement amongst all groups of pupils, we want to ensure that all children are safeguarded, and that all vulnerable children and young people’s needs are addressed early and effectively.

We are proud of the outstanding success of our schools throughout the borough and that our educational standards are some of the highest in the country.  

It is not just the high standards of our schools that we are proud of – the borough has excellent new facilities such as the Sutton Arena and Roundshaw’s Phoenix Centre where young people can channel their energies in positive ways.  There are plans to explore the feasibility of a new multi-purpose cultural facility in central Sutton, and a flagship citizenship centre that will provide safety and life skills education, a public library facility and youth amenities; (see Active and Inclusive Communities theme). We will also be reviewing our approach to youth and play centres with the aim of re-focusing and updating our youth and play services.  We will also continue to roll out our programme of Children’s Centres complementing the two we have already established, with an additional eight by 2008, and a further five by 2010, giving a total of 15 across the borough by the end of the decade.

The Children and Young People’s Strategic Board and Partnership, both of which are made up of the council’s education and children’s social services, schools, health services, the voluntary sector and the police, provide us with the means for providing joined-up services and building a better system of support for all young people. Through our Disability Partnership, professionals are collaboratively supporting children with disabilities and complex health needs.  It is through these partnership arrangements and others, such as those with our schools and colleges that we must continue to develop our joint abilities to forecast and respond to new trends such as the rising numbers of children diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorders.

Sutton Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP)

Planning of services for children and young people is informed by the Children and Young People’s Plan (CYPP) and is supported annually by a specific action plan for each of the Every Child Matters outcomes. 

The plan focuses on prevention and early intervention by supporting children and young people before they require a statutory assessment, with the aim of preventing them requiring one at all.

Highlights under this theme include:

· To develop our children’s services, focusing in particular on early intervention and child protection.

· To refocus our approach to youth and play services

· To improve the way we meet the needs of children who are diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorders – Sutton, like many parts of the country, faces the challenge of increasing numbers of children being diagnosed with autistic spectrum disorders.  We want to increase our ability to meet their needs at an earlier point, and, as far as possible and appropriate, to meet them in-borough.

· To achieve improved outcomes for looked after children – there are a number of children that are placed in the care of the council.  We want to improve a range of outcomes relating to their health & wellbeing, and educational attainment.

One of the key themes of the CYPP is early intervention and prevention and this is an area where Play provision is vital.  The CYPISP 2 & 3 is a focus for preventative work and regularly commissions appropriate provision in the form of Play as an appropriate early intervention provision for children in Sutton.  Play is an area vital for the implementation of the Common Assessment Framework, central to the preventative agenda within the CYPP.

Parenting and Bullying are two cross cutting key priorities within the CYPP which the Play Service within Sutton contributes greatly to.

A priority within Enjoy and Achieve is to ‘Coordinate/promote the provision/ benefits of play opportunities for 4-13 year olds

The CYPP has close and explicit links with the Children’s Workforce Strategy and the Extended Services and Early Years Strategy, both of which include a focus on Play.

The Physical Activity and Sport Strategy for Sutton 2006 – 2009

This is a key strategy in terms of supporting children’s physical development and is broad ranging in its approach to meeting physical activity targets. 

There are explicit links to the Play Strategy and in particular the Extended Schools and School development programmes.


Using Education

A key development in the education sector is the recent launch by the Department for Education and Skills of the Extended Schools Prospectus which sets out the Government’s vision on what schools could offer their communities.  Schools will be able to offer high-quality childcare from 8am-6pm all year round with a varied menu of activities such as homework clubs, sport, music tuition and business and enterprise activities.  The prospectus will clearly impact on the provision of opportunities for children and young people to participate in physical activity and sport and also has the potential to impact on other providers of activities for young people such as local authority sports and leisure centres.

The Extended Schools Prospectus provides a chance to maximise opportunities for children and young people to make physical activity part of their daily lives, in educational settings that cross boundaries of sex, race, culture, finance and religion.  It is essential to build upon the current Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) Department for Education and Skills (DfES) Public Service Agreement (PSA) to ensure 75% of young people aged 5-16 receive two hours of high-quality PE and school sport each week.  In Sutton, it is intended to have second generation Local Public Service Agreement (2GLPSA) built around extending this current PSA target.  In addition, creating effective school-club links is essential in order to sustain participation.

During the last few years there has been a surge of interest and activity in children’s play.  In many parts of the country, money for local regeneration and from the New Opportunities Fund has been used to develop and promote local play provision.  At the same time, a skilled and committed play sector has been developing a more strategic approach to planning and delivering good local play opportunities, while central Government has shown an increasing commitment to more strategic planning in the future.  In Sutton, it is recognized that play is an important component of physical activity and is good for children, families and the Sutton community.  The Council, the PCT and other key partners will work with the play sector to ensure a joined up approach to this important area of service provision.

There is also a need to give the promotion of physical activity equal weighting to environmental considerations in Sutton’s Employee Travel Plan.

A specific reference to children’s play within this strategy relates to Outcome 1 

“Work with the play sector to ensure a joined up approach to this important area of service provision.”

Joint Area Review ( Pilot) 2005

Enjoying and achieving

The overall contribution of services to helping children and young people enjoy their education and achieve well is good.
The council provides clear and useful information for parents on a number of topics, such as school attendance and juvenile employment.    Its web site gives them access to key strategic documents but has links to the web sites of only half of the schools, which reduces its value.  The Sure Start partnership and the Safer Sutton partnership provide well-focused information and guidance for parents.  Parents living in the Sure Start area have good access to opportunities to develop their skills as parents, and a local partnership of schools in the most disadvantaged parts of the borough is sensibly investing in support for parents.  Many people, especially those in the disadvantaged areas, have benefited from college courses for parents and a number of these have gone on to careers in education.  A course for parents of adolescents, provided through the Children Fund, has been highly effective and has gained credibility with a range of agencies.  The parent partnership gives good support to families of young people with learning difficulties or disabilities.  The council and other agencies have developed a good range of play opportunities for younger children in the most disadvantaged areas.  
A considerable range of respite care for children with a disability is made available within Sutton.  Providers include the Sutton and Merton PCT, which runs a residential unit open 364 nights a year; the Family Link scheme; foster carers; and the NCH Action for Children and the Children’s Trust, both of which provide for children who need highly specialist care.  At the time of the inspection, 38 children were having short overnight breaks, varying from 15 to 65 nights a year. In addition, a range of day-time respite is provided in play, youth and specialist day care and domiciliary care. The policy is to expand this type of provision, particularly during school holidays, in order to contain the demand for overnight breaks.
Local Development Scheme

Sutton’s Local Development Framework is entitled the Local Development Scheme.  This comprises a portfolio of documents which provides the framework for planning decisions and the planning strategy to deliver the community plan. It sets out the requirements for play spaces in new developments.  
Sutton’s Property Strategy sets out the broad direction, aims and key principles for the Council’s property portfolio over the next 10 years.  The Strategy states that the purpose of Council owned and used property is to enable effective and efficient delivery of Council functions and achieve best value.  Key projects being considered within the Strategy include the regeneration of Sutton Town Centre; modernisation of school buildings; and provision of a new leisure centre in the west of the Borough.

Sutton’s Housing Strategy sets out the Council’s plans for meeting housing need in the Borough over the period to 2008/09.  The key priorities of the Strategy are to maximise the supply of affordable housing; make the best use of the borough’s existing housing stock; improve the condition, energy efficiency and sustainability of the borough’s homes; tackle homelessness and provide housing support to vulnerable people; and improve housing services and the quality of life for residents through increased choice and access while addressing diversity.

Other strategies and plans approved by the Council by Service Units, which may inform the Core Planning Strategy or which the Core Planning Strategy may assist to deliver include:

· Youth Strategy that is aimed at improving the quality of life for all Sutton’s young people aged 10-19;

· Open Spaces Strategy 
· Play Strategy that covers free time activities for children and young people from 5 to 11 years old and aims to ensure that the importance of children’s play is recognised and supported by the Council, its partner organisations and the wider community;

· Sport and Physical Activity Strategy aims to identify and promote the range of benefits that sport and physical activity can bring to everyday life and encourage the development of activities, programmes and partnerships to realise the full potential of sport and physical activity within the community;

· Extended Services and Early Years Strategy seeks to ensure that children have the best start in life and that affordable, good quality childcare and learning/recreation/play activities are available, as well as responsive integrated multi-agency support available when required;

APPENDIX TWO
Detailed Demographics

The Office for National Statistics  concludes Sutton has 46,000 children and young people aged 0 –19 years old, the largest age group represented being 10 - 14

Where children live:

Our highest percentage of children age 0 – 19 years live in St Helier, Wandle Valley and Beddington South.

Source: GLA 2005 Round Demographic Projections

· Over the past 13 years the numbers of children and young people in Sutton has changed. The number of pre school children has fallen, while school age and older groups has increased, with the largest increase 25.5% being in the 10 – 14 age range

· Our highest percentage of children age 0 – 19 years live in St Helier, Wandle Valley and Beddington South.

· In Sutton more children and young people are from ethnic minority groups compared with the total borough population. At the April 2001 census 14.9% were described as non-white compared with 10.8% all ages. Asian and black children and young people comprised the largest non-white groups

	KEY Finding

· Children and Young People comprise 25% of the Sutton population


Source GLA Round Demographic Projections

Number of live births by year

	Year
	Number of births

	2002
	2000

	2003
	2200

	2004
	2100

	2005
	2400

	2006
	2300

	
	


Source: GLA 

Child Poverty

Sutton has a total of 4 Super Output Areas which are in the most 20% deprived in the country and a total of 15 SOAs in the most 30% deprived in the country

Family Structure

In Sutton 6.1% of all dependant children live in lone parent households. Wards with the highest percentage of lone parents are Beddington South (12.5%), Wandle Valley (11.8%) and St Helier (11.7%). The lowest rates are in Sutton West (3.4%), Cheam (3.4%) and Nonsuch (2.9%)

Workless Households

In Sutton these account for 4% of all dependant children; three wards Beddington South99.5%), St Helier (9.1%) and Wandle Valley (8.8%) have notably higher proportions of children in workless households than other Sutton wards which are below the national average. The lowest are Sutton West (1.7%), Cheam (1.4%) and Nonsuch (1.2%)

Childhood Obesity

Analysis of 1999, 2001 and 2003 school entry height and weight information from children aged4, 5 and 6 indicated that 10.6% were defined as obese and 23.3% were overweight. The proportion of obese children at school entry was highly correlated with the proportion of children eligible for free school meals

· Children born into low income families are more likely to be caught in an inter generational cycle of disadvantage characterised by less good educational attainment, higher risk of harmful health behaviors and less good health than children from more affluent backgrounds

· In Sutton 6.1% of all dependant children live in lone parent households. Wards with the highest percentage of lone parents are Beddington South (12.5%), Wandle Valley (11.8%) and St Helier (11.7%). The lowest rates are in Sutton West (3.4%), Cheam (3.4%) and Nonsuch (2.9%)

· In Sutton workless household account for 4% of all dependant children; three wards Beddington South99.5%), St Helier (9.1%) and Wandle Valley (8.8%) have notably higher proportions of children in workless households than other Sutton wards which are below the national average. The lowest are Sutton West (1.7%), Cheam (1.4%) and Nonsuch (1.2%)

· The number of children in receipt of free school meals 2006/7 is 3203

· The number of children registered as disabled as at the 31.03.2007 was

· The number of Looked After Children as at 31.03 2007 was 142

· The number of children on the child protection register as at 31.03 2007 was 83

Sutton has two traveller sites, one locally controlled and one privately managed. These accommodate approximately 35 families of predominantly Irish Heritage. There are approximately 41 children living on these two sites between the ages of 5 - 13 years. The site is poorly designed with no play space for children and is situated on the outskirts of the borough. Its location isolates families from community resources e.g. schools, leisure centres etc.

Sutton also has a housed population of English Irish Travellers of an unknown number, and also has frequent but unpredictable visits from highly mobile Irish Heritage Traveller Families. 

Sutton Register for Children and Young people with disabilities (as at 31st May 20020

The highest concentration of children registered with disabilities is in the St Helier North Ward where there are over 59 children between 0 – 18 years. Beddington South and St Helier South both house around 31 – 35 children. There is a striking discrepancy between wards and part of the reason for this is that Beddington South, St Helier North and St Helier South have large areas of social housing with properties that are particularly suitable for adaptations.

Children with Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD)

Over the past few years there has been a marked increase in the numbers of children diagnosed with ASD. With Autistic Spectrum Disorder some children present with severe difficulties, which makes it very difficult for them to access any mainstream services whilst other children are less affected and present with difficulties with social interaction. In Sutton there are 162 children with a diagnosis of ASD, and limited services to meet their needs.

Education
There are two nurseries, 43 Primary, 14 Secondary and three special schools in Sutton.

Special Educational Needs

There are 325 children within mainstream primary schools who have a statement of educational needs. 2882 children have special needs but no statement; this represents approximately 10% of the total population of children with primary schools. There are unusually high numbers of children with statements in St Helier South and Beddington South because there is a primary school in each area with a special unit attached to it.
Sutton has three special schools, which cater for the following children:

· Emotional Behavior Difficulties
59 pupils

· Moderate Learning Disabilities
120 pupils

· Severe and Profound Learning Disabilities
73 pupils

All pupils except one have a statement of special educational needs. 104 of these pupils are entitled to free school meals and six have English as an additional language. (Source Pupil Level Annual School’s Census 17.1.02)

English as an additional language

There are 914 pupils within primary school that have English as an additional language. The highest concentration, 86 pupils (21.7% of pupils on role) attend Devonshire Primary, which is located in the South Sutton Ward. This high percentage is due to the large number of affluent Asian families living in the surrounding area. 

20.24% of pupils with English as an additional language attend primary schools in Beddington South, Wandle Valley, St Helier North, St Helier South and Wrythe Green.

Appendix Three

AUDIT & CONSULTATION SUMMARIES 
“The right to play is a child’s first claim on the community. No community can infringe that right without going deep and enduring harm to the minds and bodies of its citizens”   David Lloyd George, 1925 
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Every child needs to play, and every child has a right to play.  Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership aims to ensure that the importance of children’s play is recognised, provided for and supported by the Council, its partner organisations and the wider community.








Sutton Early Years Assembly





“A consistent theme is the importance of having communities where there is somewhere safe to go and something to do.(providing) recreational activity for children and young people .building the fabric of communities and increasing young people’s skills confidence and self-esteem.” (Every Child Matters, 2003)








Reports to





Extended Services Steering Group











“ The opportunities which playtime is providing (following a PLAYLINK Play at School Project) are helping to develop skills – physical, language and social  - and attitudes  - concentration, tolerance, perseverance – in the children and these are enhancing their ability to learn in more formal settings within the classroom” ( Caseberry -1998) 





Through playing and taking part in positive activities, children and young people can learn to better understand the opportunities and challenges in the world around them, and how to be safe. I want parents to be able to strike the right balance between protecting their children and at the same time allowing them to learn and explore new situations safely. (Ed Balls Minister for Children Families and Schools August 1st 2007)





“Those children who have good communication skills, a positive attitude, a problem solving approach and the capacity to reflect, tend to be more resilient. The ability to plan, a belief in control, a sense of humour are all qualities that can lead to resilience” (Mental Health Foundation 1999 Enjoying and Achieving through Play )





“The tendency of many parents to over-protect their off-spring also has worrying implications. Once normal activities, such as roaming about with friends or even simple walking unescorted to and from school, are becoming increasingly rare. The activities of children are monitored and constrained to ensure that they come to no harm. They also take less exercise, becoming fat and unfit.” (Bteson & Martin 1999a)





“Play is what children and young people do when they follow their own ideas, in their own way and for their own reasons”. (2004 Department of Culture, Media and Sport. Getting Serious About Play)  





“Play is freely chosen, personally directed, intrinsically motivated behaviour that actively engages the child” (Drawn from the work of Bob Hughes and Frank King) 





Links to





“Play has been described as scientific research conducted by children” [Hughes (1996 & 1968) paraphrasing Eibl-Eibesfeldt (1970)]








Every child needs to play, and every child has a right to play. Sutton Children and Young People’s Partnership aims to ensure that the importance of children’s play and the associated benefits are recognised, provided for and supported by the Council, its partner organisations and the wider community.





Sutton Play Focus Group





“Play can be fun or serious. Through play children explore social, material and imaginary worlds and their relationships with them, elaborating all the while a flexible range of responses to the challenges they encounter. By playing, children learn and develop as individuals and members of the community (National Occupational Standards for NVQ in Playwork -Children’s Play Council 1998)








Sutton Disability Partnership











Other relevant Partnerships





Council, Primary Care Trust and other relevant agency Governances Structures





Physical activity is about much more than what happens at sport and leisure centre. We need to ensure the availability and quality of open Spaces allotments, playground, parks and cycle routes.





Other children’s commissioning sub groups
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